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prey upon the cotton, such as the boll weevil in America.
Again, the extermination or reduction of such pests is
often assisted by summer droughts: for most of them
seem to flourish best under moist, shady, and relatively
cool conditions.
The cotton crop requires a considerable amount of
intensive cultivation at certain periods. Thus, after
sowing, it requires to be "chopped" or thinned out, and
the ground carefully "cultivated" (hoed) to keep it clear
of weeds, and also to prevent unnecessary evaporation
of the moisture of the soil. There is usually a period
before final harvesting when the crop is "made," or
"laid by/' as it is called in America^ and requires little
attention until picking time arrives. Picking itself
requires an immense amount of labour, which, indeed,
is in many cases the limiting factor in the extension of
the crop. Thus, on the whole, cotton is essentially a
cheap-labour crop, and the best results are obtained when
hand labour can be used throughout, as in Egypt.
The methods of picking, ginning, baling, handling, and
selling the crop vary greatly in different countries. One of
the two main methods of ginning is by the roller gin (see
Fig. 8, page 56), which is used in Egypt and the Sea
Island districts, and generally wherever long staple cotton
is grown. By a strange paradox, it is also very largely
used in India, even for the shortest stapled cotton. The
great bulk of the world's cotton, however, is ginned
by the American sawgin. (See Fig. 9, page 57.) The
character of these two types of machine is sufficiently
indicated by their names. In certain parts of Russia,
China, and India a peculiar type of cotton is grown
which, owing to the in-growing habit of the lint, must be
plucked bodily from the plant and the lint extracted
at leisure afterwards.
From the side of supply as well as demand the world's
cotton market has increased in complexity and special-
ization during the last twenty years as greatly as it has in
bulk and extent. The Weekly Circular of the Liverpool